
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 

 ROCHESTER AIRPORT TRAFFIC CONTROL TOWER 
 1375 SCOTTSVILLE ROAD 
 ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 
 
 
ISSUED: November 26, 2013 EFFECTIVE: December 1, 2013 
 
ROCHESTER AIRPORT TRAFFIC CONTROL TOWER LETTER TO AIRMEN NO. 13-4 
 
SUBJECT: Operation of a Moored Balloon 
 
CANCELLATION: January 30, 2014 
 
On or about December 1, 2013, a Moored Balloon will begin operating in the vicinity of the 
Rochester, NY, VOR/DME (ROC) 134 degree radial, 29 DME, for the purpose of studying Lake-
effect Snow.  This balloon will have a maximum altitude of 3,000’ MSL (approximately 2,140 
AGL), and could be operated from sunrise to sunset, December 1, 2013 through December 21, 
2013, and January 3, 2014 through January 29, 2014.   
 
This moored balloon will be operated only on days when Lake-effect Conditions are likely to be 
present, and only in Visual Flight Conditions (VMC).  A NOTAM describing the location and 
altitude will be issued prior to any launch.  The balloon will be approximately 16’ in diameter and 
it will carry a 16 lb. payload.  It will have a braided nylon tether and will be marked with colored 
pennants or streamers spaced every 50’. 
 
IFR arrivals and departures to the Canandaigua Airport (D38) and the Penn Yan Airport (PEO) 
may encounter brief delays when the balloon is in operation.  The operator will lower the balloon 
when necessary to accommodate IFR traffic to these airports.  It is estimated to take 20 minutes 
to lower the balloon to the ground.  When weather conditions allow, IFR aircraft able to depart 
under VFR conditions, and IFR arrivals able to cancel their IFR clearance before commencing 
an instrument approach should experience minimal or no delay. 
 
ALL AIRCRAFT ARE CAUTIONED TO AVOID THE AREA DEPICTED IN ATTACHMENT 1 
WHENEVER A NOTAM INDICATES THAT THE MOORED BALLOON IS IN OPERATION. 
 
Airborne aircraft should contact Rochester Approach Control on frequency 123.7 or 119.55 for 
real-time information about the balloon. 
 
For additional information contact the Rochester Airport Traffic Control Tower at 585-463-3815 
during normal business hours. 
 
 

 
Brian C. Reilly 
Air Traffic Manager: Rochester Airport Traffic Control Tower 



Rochester Airport Traffic Control Tower Letter to Airmen No. 13-4 
Operation of Moored Balloon 

December 1, 2013 
 

2 

Attachment 1 
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