	
	
	



Using Drones for Educational Purposes

· My elementary/middle/high school wants to start a drone program. What are the FAA requirements? 

The law creates specific requirements for using drones for educational purposes.

Drones can be flown by K-12 educational institutions when 

· flown as part of an established Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (JROTC) program for education or research purposes; or
· flown as part of an educational program that is chartered by a recognized community-based organization (the FAA is in the process of developing guidance for recognizing community based organizations)
Until the FAA issues guidance for recognizing community based organizations, K-12 educational institutions that are not part of an established JROTC program may establish drone programs that are taught or instructed by a remote pilot certificated to operate under Part 107 to instruct students who are flying under the requirements for recreational flyers.

The legal requirements for the use of drones for educational purposes are outlined in 49 U.S.C. § 44809, as amended by Section 10002 of the National Defense Authorization Act for the Fiscal Year 2021 (P.L. 116-283).

· Our elementary/middle/high school/vocational program is located in a zero-grid. Where can we fly?

Your elementary/middle/high school/vocational program can fly indoors. 

In order to fly outdoors, your elementary/middle/high school/vocational program will need to do one of the following
· Fly under Part 107 and apply for an airspace authorization in DroneZone.
· Some CBOs may have fixed sites on some airports in zero grid areas.  Check to see if one is nearby.
· Become a recognized CBO and apply for a fixed site in the desired area.  

· Can my college or university start a drone program? What are the FAA requirements?
The law creates specific requirements for using drones for educational purposes.
An institution of higher education, as defined by section 101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a)) can develop a drone program and fly under the requirements for recreational flyers when the program is for
· instruction of students at the institution;
· academic or research related uses of UAS that have been approved by the institution, including federal research;
· activities undertaken by the institution as part of research projects, including research projects sponsored by the federal government; and
· other academic activities approved by the institution.
NOTE: Academic activities/flights which result in using drones for commercial purposes fall outside the legal provision that allows drones to be used for educational purposes. Examples include, but are not limited to, using photos taken by a drone in school recruitment brochures, selling photos taken by a drone, campus/facility inspection or flying a drone for commercial purposes as part of an internship. These activities are commercial in nature, and the operator (either the student or the instructor directly supervising a single student) must conduct these flights under Part 107. If you have additional questions about this topic, please contact UASHelp@faa.gov. 
The legal requirements for the use of drones for educational purposes are outlined in 49 U.S.C. § 44809, as amended by Section 10002 of the National Defense Authorization Act for the Fiscal Year 2021 (P.L. 116-283).
· Our [foreign/non-U.S.] university would like to use a drone to conduct research/operations in the U.S. Can we operate under Section 350?
If [foreign/non-U.S.] university is conducting research that has been approved by or is part of an activity undertaken by a U.S. institution of higher education, then [foreign/non-U.S.] university falls under the definition of educational purpose and may operate under  Section 44809. If [foreign/non-U.S.] university will be engaged in an academic activity approved by a U.S. institution of higher education, then [foreign/non-U.S.] university falls under the definition of educational purpose and may operate under Section 44809.
If [foreign/non-U.S.] university will be conducting research/operations on its own in the U.S., then [foreign/non-U.S.] university will need to operate under 14 CFR part 107. This includes obtaining economic authority from the U.S. Department of Transportation.
NOTE: Once the FAA begins recognizing CBOs, a foreign/non-U.S. university can operate under Section 44809 if it is chartered by a recognized CBO.
· If there is a list of eligible schools, where can they find that list? 
Although all educational institutions are permitted to use drones for educational purposes, the laws they must follow will differ. The law distinguishes between institutions of higher education, JROTC, and all other educational programs/institutions. See questions 1 and 2 above.
· Does the FAA have any lists of schools using drones for educational purposes?
The FAA lists schools participating the FAA’s UAS-Collegiate Training Initiative (CTI) at https://www.faa.gov/uas/educational_users/collegiate_training_initiative/. 
A list of the schools participating in the FAA UAS Center of Excellence – the Alliance for System Safety of UAS through Research Excellence (ASSURE) is at https://www.assureuas.org/index.php. 
The FAA does not maintain any other lists of schools using drones for educational purposes.
  
· What certifications are needed by the instructors and students, if any?
To answer this question, we need to understand what type of educational institution you are. The law distinguishes between institutions of higher education, JROTC, and all other educational programs/institutions. See questions 1 and 2 above.
When flying as a recreational flyer, anyone flying a drone must complete The Recreational UAS Safety Test (TRUST). This includes both instructors and students.
If operating under Part 107, at a minimum, the instructor must be an FAA-certificated remote pilot. Under Part 107, the student does not need a remote pilot certificate to fly the drone, but they may only do so under direct supervision of an FAA-certificated remote pilot who is able to immediately take direct control if necessary. In this scenario, the instructor-to-student ratio must be 1:1.

· Are there any syllabus requirements; any restrictions on what kind of class can use drones to be eligible for this program? 
The FAA does not prescribe any syllabus requirements. The law distinguishes between institutions of higher education, JROTC, and all other educational programs/institutions. See questions 1 and 2 above.
· Can they proctor or issue part 107 certificates as a part of the course? 
No.  The initial remote pilot knowledge test is administered by PSI Services LLC under contract to the FAA. Remote pilot certificates may only be issued by the FAA Airman Certification Branch.

· What are the pros and cons of operating as a recreational flyer vs. under part 107 when using drones for educational purposes?
The law distinguishes between institutions of higher education, JROTC, and all other educational programs/institutions. See questions 1 and 2 above. Note that the law may limit the options available to your educational institution.
Considerations for Operating as a Recreational Flyer:
· A remote pilot certificate, and its associated testing fee, are not required
· All recreational flyers must pass The Recreational UAS Safety Test (TRUST), which is online and free, and provide proof of test passage (the TRUST completion certificate) to the FAA or law enforcement upon request
· Multiple drones may be registered under a single registration account, avoiding multiple registration fees
· Drones weighing 0.55 pounds or less do not need to be registered
· If the outdoor flying location is in controlled airspace, a request may be submitted to authorize the location as a fixed flying site
· No minimum age limitations to fly a drone
· Must always be capable of safely operating the drone in the national airspace system
· Must follow all requirements outlined in 49 U.S.C. § 44809(a)
· Academic activities/flights may not result in using drones for a commercial purpose
· Recreational flyers are not required to read, speak, write, or understand English
Considerations for Operating under Part 107:
· Requires a remote pilot certificate - there is a fee for the knowledge exam
· Must be able to read, write, speak, and understand English
· Must be in physical and mental condition to safely fly a UAS
· Each drone must be registered individually, regardless of weight
· Allows for academic activities/flights that use drones for commercial purposes
· Provides students with a professional credential (FAA Remote Pilot Certificate)
· K-12 institutions, operating under part 107, are not required to be part of an educational program that is chartered by a recognized community-based organization 
· Must be 16 years of age to obtain Part 107 remote pilot certificate
· Can fly at night in controlled airspace with an airspace authorization
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· What does our school need to do to become an FAA-recognized CBO?
The FAA will be publishing final guidance on how to become an FAA-recognized CBO in Advisory Circular 91-57C. That document is expected to be available in early 2022.
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This document will be updated as more information becomes available.

