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FAASafety.gov and WINGS Enhancements 

As of June 17, 2008 

 

1. FPMs, RFMs, and Administrators now have the ability to see the WINGS Phase 
progress reports anytime they want. The data is “as of” the moment you request the 
report, so be sure to run it the day you want the numbers.  
a. You will see the whole nation initially, and  
b. Your Region by clicking on the “Plus” sign next to your Region. 

2. The entire WINGS Report section has been revised.  
a. One report gives numbers of airmen who have earned a phase of WINGS, and  
b. Another report allows FPMs and above to see those names. 

  

 

New List with a link 
titled “WINGS Reports” 
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The following results are as of June 7, 2008, 10:45 AM. 

Total Accredited Activities Approved (past 
two years) 111,094 

Standard Accredited Activities 9,211 
From SPANS Events 33,172 
From ALC Courses 68,711 

 

Total Number of Users 492,024 
Users who participated in the old wings 2446 

Users who didn't participate in the old Wings 
Accredited Activities 0 
Yet to be determined 489578 

 

The name “Detailed” was 
changed to “Summary” in 
the final release. 

The csv report is broken down 
by all Districts for all Regions. 

Use this report if you need to see the names of 
those who have earned a WINGS Phase in your 
assigned Area; i.e., your logged on name. 

Use this 
link to get 
this report. 
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Click the plus sign and you get: 

 

You click on the plus next to a Region to the get the Regional breakdown shown above. The 
minus sign closes that report. 

 

This is the result if you click on Overall WINGS Phase Report: 

 

 

Click here  

and get this 

which you can download 
to a csv file. 

The final product shades 
every other line to make it 
easier to read. 



4 
 

3. Jim Pyles and Bryan Neville now have a tool that enables us to change completion 
certificates of users whose name may have been incorrect when the course or 
phase was completed. 
a. For example, one user registered as “ABC” so all his completion certificates say 

that “ABC” completed an on-line course. 
4. In the current version, events created by Reps and rejected by the RFM go back to 

the Rep, skipping the FPM.  
a. Now when SPANS events are rejected (which word will be changed to 

“Returned” in the July release) by the RFM, that event is returned to the FPM and 
the Rep, either of whom can then revise and submit it, or the FPM can return it to 
the Rep. 

5. The Consumables ordering process now requires the addition of a ship-to name and 
shipping address. 

6. You can now print the SPANS event information without problems. No more 
overprint on the 2nd page. In fact, the 1st page is formatted very nicely now. 

7. A bug introduced with the last release that resulted in the Airman Profile not being 
saved has been fixed. 

8. Only approved syllabi are available now when creating a SPANS event, thus 
obviating the possibility of selecting an obsolete syllabus. 

9. A default syllabus is automatically added to a SPANS event with WINGS credit. It is 
KEB with 1.00 credit, which is the syllabus selected in 90% of SPANS events. The 
creator can add additional syllabi or delete the default syllabus and add a different 
syllabus, if desired.  
a. This would be necessary for events less than 90 minutes like at Sun ‘n Fun, 

Oshkosh and other such events with seminars scheduled in hour blocks. 
b. Naturally, the creator must still select the Subject Area, Category and Class, and 

Pilot Certificate for the intended audience. 

 

10. SPANS Event Report Builder now works better. You should give it a try. You’ll be 
surprised at the information you can learn about your own Area of Responsibility! 
a. Note that when selecting a District, you must use a 4-character code; i.e., GL05, 

not just GL, for a region. If you want to know something about a Region, you 
must use the “Like” choice and then enter GL% to get a proper result. 
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At present, there are two lines 
for each event. (We frankly 
don’t know why, but we are 
looking at that anomaly.) Just 
export the data to an Excel 
spreadsheet and add up the 
column to get totals. 
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11. The event search process has been simplified.  
a. Search criteria are more visible and easy to understand.  
b. The initial display only shows upcoming events . 
c. There is a check box to show past events. 
d. The display of events has been simplified. 

i. For some reason, sorting on the date requires two attempts (Click once 
and then click again when that one is done) to re-sort that column 

 
 

 
 
 

e. However, if you check the “Only Past Events” box, you get  . . . events that took 
place sometime in the previous 12 months. 

i. Not valid for WINGS credit after that anyway! 
ii. The other 3,000 older events are only available to administrators. 

  

Initial display only 
shows 
Future/Upcoming 
events. It no longer 
shows events in 
the past  seven 
days like before. 

You must select 
“Only Past Events” 
to show any event 
in the past. 
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12. It is now more obvious that there are additional search options when searching for 
activities. This selection is now in a larger font. 

13. Information text on the SPANS event creation page clarifies that the combined text 
you type into the Directions and Brief Description must fit on a Post Card. 

14. The user can now change the date on the SPANS Event distribution page where 
they couldn't before. Previously it would stay as the original date every time you 
press submit, even if you changed it to something else. 

15. A problem that Reps were having with searching for an event by its Select Number 
has been fixed. 

16. The overall appearance of the “My FAASafety.gov Home page has been revised. 
17. The text that the FPM is signing on the Rep application approval page now says 

they “are the final approval and data will go to the NRC.”  
a. It will be corrected in July to say, “You are about to preapprove this application. 

The application will be sent to the RFM for final approval, after which the 
application will be published in the FAASTeam Directory on FAASafety.gov.” 

18. For event approvers, the review/approve event page was changed to automatically 
update the email date to today's date if the email date is in the past.  
a. This compensates for times when Reps submit events with an email date of 

'today', yet the FPM doesn't go in to modify/approve the event for a few days and 
therefore causes the email date to be in the past. 

Events in the previous 
12 months only. 
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19. It is now more apparent to users when an event has been cancelled. 
a. Line through on date and time 
b. Grayed out 
c. Red icon with “X” 

 

 

 

20. The note on the Training Provider information page makes it more clear that the 
information does not apply to CFIs. Please pass the word! 

 

21. An error introduced when we modified completion certificates has been fixed.  
a. The certificate number is now printed immediately next to that phrase, and not 

printed under the certificate. 

Event that was 
cancelled 
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22. When closing out an event with a long list of attendees not previously registered, the 
system will time out.  
a. It will still do that, but now when the closer enters email addresses, if that 

address is in the system, after the 3rd or 4th character a list of possible names will 
be shown, and the closer can select one without having to type out the entire 
email address.  

b. This should speed up the process of closing an event and help with more 
accurate data entry. 

23. The attendance roster for SPANS events has been revised. An example entry is now 
included to help attendees know how to enter the requested information.  
a. Also, when an additional attendee is listed with someone, there is now a line on 

which, at the event, that additional person can enter their email address. 
24. The entire look and feel of the WINGS pages has been changed and simplified. 

a.  Icons have been changed to be more readable.  
i. The “R” icon has been replaced by the “C” icon -- Required vs. Core -- 

since all tasks are “required.” 
ii. Please help get the word out on this change. 

 

 
 

b. A branding convention has been instituted. The Basic phase is Blue, the 
Advanced phase is Orange, and the Master phase is Purple. This scheme will be 
carried out on each page where such information is presented. 

i. Note that the banner above the box turns to Green when that phase is 
completed. 

c. Phase progress and Flight Review information are shown at the top of the page. 
d. The amount of text on the page has been greatly reduced. 
e. Individual phase progress is now displayed in boxes that can be opened or 

closed, as desired by the individual user, by clicking on an arrow in the box 
banner.  

i. A completed phase is closed by default, with the next phase open by 
default. 

f. The icon legend descriptions are now hidden, but can be displayed as desired. 
25. We have introduced a new User Help Tool. There is now the phrase, “To Get 

Started” and a small green circle with a question mark inside on pages where 
additional help getting started is thought necessary or useful to users. 

The Basic Phase is Blue 

The Advanced Phase is Orange 

The Master Phase is Purple 
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26. The WINGS information page has also been revised to make it more user friendly. 
 

 
 
27. Administrators can now revoke credits that have been duplicated or erroneously 

validated. 
28. Administrators can now consolidate credits from two accounts for the same person 

into one account. 
a. The 2nd account is then deleted and cannot be retrieved. 

29. New activities have been added to the list of accredited activities 
a. An activity that gives WINGS credit for attendance at a FIRC that is not yet listed 

by a Training Provider. 
b. An activity that gives WINGS credit for completing an FAR 61.58 Proficiency 

Check. 
30. The instruction text for creating a Notice now clearly states that: Contact Name, 

Phone Number and Email Address MUST be listed at the bottom of every notice.  
31. There are numerous editorial changes.  
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32. New courses have been added to the on-line course catalog with more to come 
a. Hot Air Balloon Maintenance for Pilots 
b. Failure to Follow Procedure – Inspections 
c. Destin, FL / Eglin AFB, FL Part 93 Airspace 
d. Taxi into Position and Hold 
e. Maneuvering: Approach and Landing now gives KEA credit. 

33. The Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award program is now on FAASafety.gov. 
a. Information and the application are now available on FAASafety.gov. 
b. All recipients are now listed on FAASafety.gov and this Honor Roll is more easily 

searched than it was on FAA.gov. 
34. The last trained date for Reps is now displayed in the csv download of the Directory. 
35. The appearance of all lists has been revised to make them more readable. 
36. Note that with all the recent changes, many of the help references at FAASafety.gov 

have not yet been updated. This is a work in progress and many more will be made 
in the near future. 

37. The list of Industry Members now displays properly 
38. It is now clear that when new users register at FAASafety.gov they cannot use a 

comma in their name, such as John Smith, Jr. or Aeronautics, Inc. 
a. If they enter one anyway, they will get an error message and will be required to 

remove the comma before proceeding 
39. The Airman Profile page has been modified to reflect the Flight Review information 

as shown on the user’s MY WINGS page. 
 

 
40. The Accredited Activity Validation page has been revised to make it more user-

friendly. 
a. The Recent Validators box on the credit request page has been revised so that 

email addresses are not shown. 
b. A new tab is now included so users can enter the last name of the validator and 

then click to select. 
c. The list of potential validators now goes away when a selection is made, thus 

keeping the page uncluttered. 

Information as 
shown on the 
user’s MY 
WINGS page 
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The new user-friendly 
link for helpful 
information. Clicking 
on the link opens a 
new box with 
information or 
instructions. Click it 
again, and it goes 
away. 
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41. When a Validator logs onto the site, they will see a new icon and warning that they 
have a validation request waiting for approval, if they have a pending validation. 

 

 
 


