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GENERAL INFORMATION 

During this year’s event, members of the Bernalillo County Sheriff’s Department 

Metropolitan Air Support Unit (MASU) will be handling the ingress and egress of 

participating helicopters. We will be utilizing three portions of the Balloon Fiesta field. 

Each landing zone will have a marshal assigned to it. Below you will find maps showing 

the three areas along with the recommended time frames and frequency guide. 

INGRESS TIME FRAME 

Block 1: 0600-0630  Night landing 

Block 2: 0630-0700  Dawn landing 

Block 3: 0700-0730  Day light 

Block 4: 0730-0800  During scheduled social time 

The above blocks are recommended arrival times. Sunrise is scheduled for 0701 hours. 

For those choosing a low to no light landing, ground crews will utilize beacons or wands 

to mark your landing zone.  

Please Email Charles Tuberville at cdtuberville@bernco.gov if you wish to schedule a 

specific landing time. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Radio Frequencies:  

Albuquerque Approach Control    127.40 or 123.90 

Double Eagle Tower    120.15 

Helicopter Air to Air     123.025     

ARRIVAL PROCEDURE 

Once the arriving aircraft enter Class C and surrounding airspace, pilots are responsible 

for position reports and to de-conflict with other aircraft on the above frequencies. 

We have been requested not to fly over the neighborhood to the west of Balloon Fiesta 

Park for noise concerns. 

The lowest aircraft will be given priority. Traffic separation is the responsibility of the 

pilot and we encourage a minimum of 500ft vertical separation and standard right hand 

orbits in the identified holding area. 
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At approximately 3 miles from the Balloon Fiesta Park contact ground crews on 

Helicopter Air to Air. Please identify yourself and position. Ground crews will direct you 

to either your landing zone or to the holding area. 

DEPARTURE PROCEDURE 

There is no set order of departure and assistance will be given by ground personnel on 

an ‘as needed’ or requested basis.  

MASU CONTACT INFORMATION 

Sergeant Trevor B. Weeks  tweeks@bernco.gov  505-218-1287 

Deputy Chuck Tuberville  Cdtuberville@bernco.gov   505-459-9174 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY  

BCFD personnel will be on site, also BCFD station 31 will be on standby for the event. 
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MAPS  

General Area: 

 

Balloon Fiesta Park:  35°11'43.63"N   106°35'52.15"W 

Holding Area:   35°11'43.63"N   106°35'52.15"W                 

Approximately 1.5mi East of Sandia Casino 
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Balloon Fiesta Park Landing Zones: 

 

LANDING AREA:   35°11'39.86"N   106°35'46.95"W 

LZ 1: PRIMARY LANDING AREA 

LZ 2: SECONDARY LANDING AREA 
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LZ Photo 1 

 


