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Robert O. Tarter, Vice President for the Office of Safety
Dr. Robert O. "Bob" Tarter became the Vice President for the

Federal Aviation Administration’s Office of Safety in 2008. The FAA ;"ﬂ
is composed of a regulatory body and a civil aviation navigation y

service provider, the Air Traffic Organization. Within the ATO are e e

35,000 federal employees dedicated to making sure your flight 7 ﬂ : p"‘ -

arrives safely at your destination. The Office of Safety is responsible
for safety assurance within the Air Traffic Organization. A

Prior to the FAA, Brigadier General Tarter served as the mobilization
assistant to the commander, First Air Force, Air Combat Command,
Tyndall Air Force Base in Florida. During his Air Force service,
General Tarter served in a variety of positions ranging from flight
instructor to commander of the 917th Wing, Barksdale AFB, La., a B-
52 and A/OA-10 composite wing.

Dr. Tarter received his pilot's license in 1973. He has logged 3,800 hours flying for the military and
6,500 civilian hours. Dr. Tarter has flown the T-37, T-38 and A-10 for the Air Force, and the MD-
88, MD-90, B-737, B-757 and B-767 as a civilian pilot. He retired as a Captain in 2005 after 18
years with Delta.

Dr. Tarter served as a member of the Secretary of Defense's Aviation Safety Improvement Task
Force on the Defense Oversight Council. He received his doctorate of education in educational
leadership from the University of Phoenix in 2010, a master's degree in aeronautical science from
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in 1984, and a bachelor's in history from Baylor University
in 1976. He is a graduate of the USAF Fighter Weapons Instructor Course (TOPGUN) and the Air
War College.
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