
C F I T  D E C I S I O N - C H A I N  M O D E L
Controlled Flight Into Terrain — Four-Gate Threat Interrupt Sequence

1  TREND

Recognize Energy State

Airspeed trend & deviation

Vertical speed vs. planned

Altitude vs. profile target

Configuration status

2  PLAN

Select Terrain-Safe Profile

Published minimum altitudes

Step-down fix compliance

Terrain clearance verified

MSA / OROCA awareness

3  MARGIN

Verify Altitude Margin

MDA / DA crosscheck

Required vs. actual altitude

Escape route viability

Altimeter setting confirmed

4  ACTION

Execute or Go Around

Continue if criteria met

Missed approach if doubt

Terrain escape maneuver

Positive climb confirmed

AUTOMATION LAYER  — FD  ·   VNAV  ·   GPWS  ·   TAWS  ·   Autopi lot

OBSTACLE / TERRAIN HAZARD ZONE

RETENTION RULES

1. Never descend below MDA/DA without the runway environment in sight

2. Always brief the missed approach before starting any descent

3. Respond immediately to TAWS/GPWS — fly the escape maneuver

4. When in doubt — GO AROUND. No approach is worth the terrain.
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