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Objective

To increase the industry level of 
awareness and associated 
responsibilities of the term 

“Airworthy”
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Background

Gradual disintegration of the 
knowledge required, and the ability 

to make:   Airworthiness 
Determinations
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Basis of Statement

The physical, structural and 
legal “Airworthiness” of many 

aircraft operating in our system 
as we speak is questionable….
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Presentation Information

The information contained in this 

presentation is taken from the FAA
NTSB case law

AC 43.13-1B  Inspections/Repairs 

FAR 21.31 Type Design

FAR 21.41 Type Certificate

FAR 3.5
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Definition

Airworthy – is when an 
aircraft or one of its 

component parts meets its 
(1) type design and is in 

(2) condition for safe 
operation.
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The real world…

“Type Design” ?

Think…. “Blueprint” !
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The real world…

“Condition for safe operation” ?

Think…. “wear or damage” !
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Airworthiness Directives (FAR 39)

Type Certificate Data Sheets (FAR 21)

Viva “ARRACIEEVCSATCFIE”
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Pre-flight / Post-flight

Hey !   We all do a pre-flight don’t 
we?  

How many times to you get back on 
the ground and head right for the 

FBO?  What?  No post-flight?  

Checking for leaks?  Wrinkles from 
that last spin that got kinda’ hairy?  
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