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Gratitude for the research team

• Bob Jex and the Orlando FSDO
• Mark Griffin – Designated Pilot Examiner, 

flight instructor, aircraft owner/operator
• Dennis Kochan – Flight instructor, A & P 

mechanic, Inspector Authorization, aircraft 
owner/operator

• Many pilots without the benefit of your 
professional instruction
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Share your background

• How long have you been a CFI? (Poll Q1)
• Where do you flight instruct? (Poll Q2)
• In which aircraft do you teach? (Poll Q3)



Federal Aviation
Administration 4Orlando FSDO CFI Special Emphasis

Your role in safety - airworthiness

• Maintenance basics
• Maintenance practices
• Communicating with mechanics
• Aircraft preflight inspections

– Documents
– Maintenance records
– Inoperative equipment
– Recording and reporting discrepancies
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What to ask your mechanic

There is just one question you need to ask:

Is the aircraft airworthy?



Federal Aviation
Administration 6Orlando FSDO CFI Special Emphasis

What the DPE is required to see

“Aircraft Requirements. Ensure the applicant 
has the proper aircraft maintenance records, 
logbooks, airworthiness certificate, and aircraft 
registration to determine that the aircraft is 
airworthy and suitable for the practical test. After 
review, return the documents to the applicant.”

(https://fsims.faa.gov/wdocs/orders/8900_2.htm)
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What the DPE is required to do

“The designee will determine whether the 
applicant’s aircraft is airworthy and suitable for 
the practical test after the review of the aircraft’s 
maintenance records, aircraft logbooks, 
airworthiness certificate, FCC aircraft station 
license (if applicable), and aircraft registration.”

(https://fsims.faa.gov/wdocs/orders/8900_2.htm)
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How you can help your student

https://www.faasafety.gov/files/gslac/library/documents/2012/Apr/63083/FAA_M_
PamphletFinal.pdf
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Responsibility for airworthiness

• Who is responsible for maintaining an 
aircraft in an airworthy condition? (Poll Q4)

• Who is responsible for determining whether 
the aircraft is in a condition for safe 
flight?(Poll Q5)
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Airworthy versus ”Flyworthy”
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Examples from the field
1. Airworthiness
2. Registration
3. Pilot Operating Handbook
4. Airworthiness Directives/Service Bulletins
5. 100-hour inspections
6. ELT
7. Pitot/static and transponder inspection
8. Weight & balance
9. Light Sport aircraft placard
10. Inoperative equipment

(14 CFR Part 91)
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Inoperative equipment

(https://fsims.faa.gov/wdocs/orders/8900_2.htm Figure 4-42 Flowchart - Operating Without a 
Minimum Equipment List)

https://fsims.faa.gov/wdocs/orders/8900_2.htm%20Figure%204-42
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Maintenance discrepancies

• Process
• How-to communicate the discrepancy
• Follow-up
• Discussion with maintainer (learn from it)
• Flight test needed (when and by whom)
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Common discrepancies

• Tire inflation (Poll Q6 and Poll Q7)
• Tire condition
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Contact information

Janeen Adrion Kochan

Kochan@Aviation-Research.net


