PRESS RELEASE

15" annual New England Seaplane Safety Expo
May 30" 2015

9am-2pm

Naples, Maine

Brandy Pond SPB (5ME)

Safety Seminar Topic: Wings on the Water—Tips and techniques for maneuvering on the water

On May 30th 2015 the 15" annual New England Seaplane Safety Expo will be held at Brandy Pond
Seaplane Base (5ME) in Naples Maine. This day-long event will feature multiple topics on seaplane
safety with a review of state regulations pertaining to float flying in Maine and New England. Subjects
include, but are not limited to; seaplane accident prevention, operational techniques and seaplane fly-
in destinations.

There is an important change happening in the ownership of Naples Seaplane Service. After
operating the business for fifteen years Mary and Jim Build are passing the reins on to Jake Speidel
who also operates Dash Aviation. A family owned business Dash Aviation specializing in multi-engine
instruction out of Sanford Maine. The new owners of the seaplane base will continue to offer
seaplane flight training, fuel, maintenance, and aircraft storage. Visit them on the web at
www.maineseaplanerating.com .

This FAA Safety Seminar will explain the importance of proper techniques during various phases of
seaplane operations on the water. High wind conditions create many challenges in maneuvering on
the water. This seminar will review such techniques as turning, docking, ramping, and sailing. And,
some of us withessed (and experienced) these challenges at last year’'s Greenville Seaplane Fly-In.
While contests were taking place Saturday afternoon, a frontal passage shifted winds 180 degrees
and increased them to 30 knots. This caught half a dozen floatplanes on the water whose PIC’s then
had to figure out a course of action.

In addition, we will discuss the takeoff phase and how to maintain a proper pitch attitude. The
difference between right and wrong can be as little as one degree of pitch attitude. A proper attitude
will minimize hydrodynamic drag and shorten takeoff distance. We continue our education on
emergencies discussing different types of shoulder harnesses and use of lifejackets.

And, the entertainment continues with Jake speaking on a recent fishing trip flying a seaplane from
Maine into the waters of Quebec. He will cover logistics including Canadian and US customs, EAPIS
reporting requirements and fuel logistics.

In the on-going battle to keep Maine’s waters free of invasive aquatic species information and
handouts will be available from Maine’s DEP Invasive Species Program. This information is available
online at www.maine.gov/dep/water/invasives/. This a critical reminder that it is unlawful to transport
any plant matter on your floats and that all boats and aircraft operating on inland waters are required
to display a “Milfoil Sticker” They are available online ($25) at Maine’s IF & W Online store.
www.maine.gov/ifw/#. Currently only 1% of Maine waters are affected, but the threat continues. Sixty
percent of the lakes in Connecticut and 34% of Massachusetts lakes are infected.

The SPA Scholarship Program awards twelve seaplane scholarships to aviation career minded
individuals. Know someone who would make a good candidate? Go to SPA’s website at


http://www.maineseaplanerating.com/
http://www.maine.gov/dep/water/invasives/
http://www.maine.gov/ifw/

www.seaplanes.org where scholarship criteria and applications are available. Age minimums
required.

Registration for the 15" annual Seaplane Expo starts at 9:00 with coffee and pastries provided by the
Maine Aeronautics Association and Katahdin Wings the Maine chapter of the 99’s will provide lunch
from the grill at noon.

This seminar qualifies for Wings credit through the FAA FAAST Safety Team. Register online at
www.faasafety.gov

For further information contact Maine SPA Field Directors Steve Williams at
swilliams@mecoseal.com (207-350- 2120) or Dave Latham at wingnut4952@gmail.com (207-446-
6286) .
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