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Speaker's Name Speaker Biography Presentation Topic Presentation Synopsis

Don Day Don Day Jr. is president and chief meteorologist of 
DayWeather, Inc.

Weather

Topic - How Wind Forecasts 
are Made and Alternative 
Wind Forecast Sources to 
Replace the RUC Forecast 
Tool

Sam Parks

Owner of a Balloon business for 29 years. DO for the AIBF 
2018-2022, Executive Director for AIBF 2023, Executive 
Director for the Carolina Balloonfest 2024- and Executive 
Director of the Carolina Balloon Museum 2024-

Accident Investigation & 
Analysis

Accident Investigation, 
Pilot/Passenger ejections 
and the science behind the 
accident. 

Josh Cato Owner and creator of the HOT AIR App 
Aeronautical Decision 
Making

Q & A on the Hot Air App for 
LTA

Josh Cato Owner and creator of the HOT AIR App BFA Wind Explorer App
Description and demonstration 
of the BFA Wind Explorer App

Troy Brinkley Chief Pilot for Rainbow Ryder Balloons LTA Risk Manangment How to mitigate risk  for LTA

Marc Klinger Owner of Airtime Balloon company. Technolgy in the Cockpit
How to manage technology in 
the cockpit

Dan Gerbus
FAA FASTEAM Rep, Fixed wing ATP, LTA CPL, B.S. in 
Aeronautics from the University of North Dakota

FAA WINGS Program 
and FAR review

FAA WINGS program and go 
over the recent changes in 
FAR's that affect LTA pilots.
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