FAASTeam presents:

NAFI 2026 - Slips vs Skids Practice One and Avoid the Other

Why is there such a difference between a slip
and a skid? In both scenarios, the airplane is
in uncoordinated flight — in other words, the
relative wind is not aligned with the airplane’s
fuselage. The fuselage will be producing an
aerodynamic force as a result of the sideslip
angle (designated by the Greek letter), and it
is this aerodynamic force that makes the ball
in the inclinometer come off center. If both
slips and skids are conditions of
uncoordinated flight, are they both equally
dangerous? While we try to avoid
uncoordinated flight in general, we practice
one of these two during flight training. It is
also used for crosswind correction during
landing. The other one, however, we should
always avoid. Which one is worse — a slip or
a skid? This presentation will show the
aerodynamic differences between slips and
skids and the importance of teaching and
understanding these variances to prevent loss
of control in flight, especially during the base
to final turn.
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A message from the National FAASTeam Manager

Earn your WINGS to get a chance to win a prize. Go to
https://www.wingsindustry.com/WINGS-Sweepstakes for more info. Join us
on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/GA Safety/

Join us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/GASafety/
Sign up for the FAA's safety services at www.faasafety.gov!

The FAA Safety Team (FAASTeam) is committed to providing equal access to this meeting/event for all
participants. If you need alternative formats or services because of a disability, please communicate your request as
soon as possible with the person in the “Contact Information” area of the meeting/event notice. Note that two
weeks is usually required to arrange services.



