
Colonel Graham was a command pilot with more than 4,600 military 
flying hours.   His military decorations and awards include the Le-
gion of Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross with three oak leaf clus-
ters, Air Medal with 18 oak leaf clusters, Air Force Commendation 
Medal, Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with "V" device and one 
oak leaf cluster, Air Force Organizational Excellence Award, Com-
bat Readiness Medal with one oak leaf cluster, National Defense 
Service Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Vietnam Ser-
vice Medal with four service stars, Republic of Vietnam Gallantry 
Cross with palm, and the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal. 
 
Upon retirement from the Air Force he joined American Airlines in 
Dallas, Texas.  He flew with them for 13 years, and in August 2002 
he retired as a Captain on the MD-80 aircraft amassing 7,500 hours.  

His wife's name is Pat and they have five children and 
four grandchildren. 

 
 

Col. Graham has recently published a second volume 
on the SR-71, entitled SR-71 Blackbird: Stories, Tales 
and Legends. His first book, "SR-71 Revealed: The In-
side Story" tells the crew's story of how they lived and 
flew the world's fastest and highest flying aircraft, the 
SR-71 Blackbird.  A veteran of 15 years of assignments 
within the SR-71 community, he is uniquely qualified 
to tell their story.  Col. Graham frequently speaks about 
the SR-71 program at aviation events across the United 
States. 

Col. Graham will be speaking on Sat-
urday Sept. 12, 2009 at 7:00 pm imme-
diately following a dinner catered by 
Café’ Buress of Wheeling. All are wel-
come, the event is open to the public. 
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