Kansas Aviation Expo 2014 — Fly Kansas Air Tour
2nd year even ready to take-off, in a big way

After a successful inaugural event
last year, state aviation officials are
gearing up and partnering with the
Kansas Commission on Aerospace
Education to host the 2nd Annual
Kansas Aviation Expo, Sept. 22-26.

This year's Expo will feature a
week’s worth of events, including the
Fly Kansas Air Tour, two around-
the-world pilots and business semi-
nars. Last year's inaugural event
featured several leading industry
speakers and left attendees asking
for more each year.

“This year our theme will be ‘where
dreams comes true’ because there
is something for everyone when it
comes to aviation,” said Jesse R.
Romo, Director of Aviation for the
Kansas Department of Transporta-
tion. “One of our goals this year is to

reach out and engage as many
school kids as possible to encour-
age them to pursue their dreams
and consider a career in aviation.”

During the air tour, pilots will fly their
aircraft throughout the state carrying
the message that aviation is for eve-
ryone. For three days, three stops a
day, the group will barnstorm in air-
craft that range from a vintage
Stearman to a modern Cessna 182.

Each stop will highlight a different

aspect of Kansas aviation and draw
in several local school kids.

Day 1 kicks off Sept. 22 in Welling-
ton, moves to Hutchinson for lunch
and ends in Dodge City with an
evening event. Day 2 begins in Scott
City, continues to Salina and end in
Topeka. The third day will go
through Pittsburg and Independence
before ending in Benton.

Following the air tour on Sept. 25,
Barrington Irving, who once was the
youngest person to fly around the
world solo, will bring his Flying
Classroom to Wichita and demon-
strate to high school students how
STEM (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Mathematics) is used in
aviation.

The Flying Classroom event will in-
clude a career fair at which hun-
dreds of high school students will
learn about all the options aviation
has to offer.

On the evening of Sept. 25., Amelia
Rose Earhart will talk about her
around-the-world flying trip and her
Fly with Amelia Foundation that
helps high school girls learn how to
fly. Amelia Rose, who is not related
to her namesake, recreated the
route the earlier Amelia Mary Ear-
hart had attempted, and became the

youngest female pilot to circumnavi-
gate the globe.

The schedule for Friday, Sept. 26
will include speakers from the FAA,
TSA, AOPA, NBAA, EAA and more.

Governor Sam Brownback said the
week’s events are valuable to high-
light the importance of aviation to
the Kansas economy and to intro-
duce young people to aviation and
possible careers.

“Kansas is proud of its history in avi-
ation,” said Gov. Brownback. “The
popularity of this event highlights the
importance of aviation and the con-
tributions Kansas and Kansans con-
tinue to make in this critical indus-
try.”

“Events like this are made possible
by the collaborating efforts of our
stakeholders and industry partners,”
Romo said. “Growing this annual
event is reflective of everyone’s hard
work and dedication towards ad-
vancing aviation in Kansas. We'’re
grateful for their support and encour-
age everyone to attend and partici-
pate.”

For more information on the event,
go to FlyKansas.org or visit the
event Facebook page at
facebook.com/KansasAviationExpo.

September 22-26, 2014
Register now at:
FlyKansas.org
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From around the world...to the Air Capital of the World

Thursday special: 1 day, 2 Earthrounders
Location: National Center for Aviation Training (NCAT) at the Wichita Jabara Airport (KAAO)

The Flying Classroom
Thursday, 9/25
9:30 AM; NCAT at KAAO
Wichita, KS
Once the youngest man to fly solo
around the world, Barrington
Irving is now the leader of
Experience Aviation. 400 local
high school students will hear his
story and learn about aviation

careers and endless possibilities
with the help of STEM!

The Signature Event
Thursday, 9/25
6:00 PM; NCAT at KAAO
Wichita, KS
Amelia Rose Earhart recently
became the youngest female pilot to
circumnavigate the globe as she
recreated her namesake’s journey.
Hear those stories and how she is
inspiring young women everywhere
to learn to fly through her Fly with
Amelia foundation!

Kansas Department of Transportation Eisenhower State Office Building Phone: 785-296-2553
Division of Aviation 700 SW Harrison Street Fax: 785-296-3833
“Serving the Kansas Aviation Community” Topeka, KS 66603 email: KDOTAviation@ksdot.org

Staff: Jesse R. Romo, Director; George Laliberte, Deputy Director; Tiffany Brown, Deputy Director, State Aviation Engineer;
Dennis O’Connor, Manager Federal & State Affairs; Nate Hinkel, Manager Marketing & Outreach; Traci Ward, Admin Officer
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